SERVICE AFTER THE WAR

but without result. Mr. Brook was writing to me,
he said, in the faint hope that my ship might still
be in port. He begged me to take some action
promptly if his note reached me? as he could not
hope to hold out much longer.

The governor of the district, whose head-quarters
were at La Paz, was a brigadier-general in the Mex-
ican army, and a rather domineering character, I had
inferred from my previous associations with him.
He had under his immediate command In La Paz
about one hundred regular Mexican troops. The
Narragansett's landing force was very small. I real-
ized that there would be little promise of any re-
sult other than catastrophe if 1 should endeavor to
despatch such a small body through forty miles of
hostile country, leaving between themselves and
their base a force of the enemy so greatly superior
in numbers as the Mexican guard in La Paz. It
was obvious that other tactics were demanded.

I sent for my executive officer. Lieutenant George
C. Reiter, now a rear-admiral on the retired list, and
directed him to call at once upon the governor in
company with our consul, and convey to him niy
request that he despatch troops immediately to the
relief of the beleaguered American colony at the
mines. He was to state further to the governor
that, in the event of failure to act promptly and
effectively in compliaace with my request, I should
take possession of the city and the custom-house andthe Boston Navy Yard
